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1.   Introduction 

 

Learning how to communicate in a foreign language depends to a 

large extent on learning of more vocabulary items and their functions in 

formal and situational contexts. However, there are some difficulties that 

may be encountered while teaching and learning vocabulary. Therefore, a 

foreign language teacher should adopt appropriate teaching strategies in 

order to facilitate learning. Also, learner's motivation has an essential role 

in the process of leaning vocabulary. 

 

2.    The significance of vocabulary in teaching and learning: 

 

Vocabulary is one of the important aspects of language teaching and 

learning. Grammar itself depends on the familiarity with words in their 

various grammatical forms. Without understanding the rules of grammar 

there is difficulty in learning a language, but without vocabulary there is 

nothing to be learnt. As Wilkins ( 1972: 111 ) puts it "… without grammar 

very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed". 

The more words a learner learns, the better he will be able to speak, read, 

and write. The lack of vocabulary is the biggest obstacle to learning a 

language. Communication will be cut short if the learner lacks the 

necessary words to express himself. Moreover, he may be compelled to 

adopt other strategies, e.g. transfer from L1 or avoidance which means 

avoiding talking about the subject of discussion or its details. Carter (1987: 

30) sees vocabulary as: "…the fundamental thread of which interaction is 

woven and by which communication is realized." 
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3.  Problems in teaching and learning vocabulary 

 

Learning vocabulary is a complicated process. It requires that the learner 

has to be able to pronounce and spell a word when he uses it in speaking or 

writing. It also demands understanding the meaning of the word when he 

hears or reads it. Knowing a word means being able to use it in a correct 

meaningful sentence. 

    These requirements of learning a vocabulary item are essential because 

missing anyone of them in teaching and learning vocabulary items may lead 

to unpleasant results. For example, Al-Mutawa and Kailani( 1998  : 48 ) 

state that a learner may use a word in an inappropriate situational context. 

Instead of saying: My car was badly damaged in the accident; he may say:                         

My car was badly injuredin the accident.  *  

    Besides the difficulty of the complex process of teaching and learning a 

vocabulary item, there are many other factors that may cause difficulty in 

teaching and learning vocabulary such as: types of words ( concrete words 

or abstract words ), paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations ( homonyms, 

synonyms, antonyms, collocations, lexical meaning, grammatical meaning, 

connotation, and idiomatic meaning). Moreover, the teacher's competence 

and the learner's motivation have their important roles.  

 

4.   The teacher's role in teaching vocabulary 

 

    The teaching process does not involve only giving instructions. It is how 

to teach language elements, how to create techniques, activities and how to 

make learners do these activities enthusiastically. Therefore, the teacher has 

an important role since he is one of the main elements in the teaching and 

learning processes. The teacher, however, has to have considerable 

knowledge of applied linguistics, psycholinguistics and professional skills.  

     The linguistic skills mean that the teacher should understand the nature 

of the language he is teaching. Also, he should have the ability to use it ( 

i.e. he is to be able to produce and understand the vocabulary items and the 

sentences which are appropriate in a given context when they occur in the 

texts to be taught ). 

     The psycholinguistics and professional  skills mean that the teacher 

should have a considerable amount of knowledge about the psychology of 

learning and theories of teaching and learning languages. Moreover, the 

teacher must know some methods and techniques of teaching languages. 

The teacher should also know how to use teaching aids. He must take into 
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consideration the individual differences among the learners because 

learners have different abilities and interests.  

     Learning vocabulary, as has been said above ( see: 3 ), is a very difficult 

and complicated process. It is not possible to understand the meaning of the 

message if a word is used incorrectly even if the grammatical structure is 

correct. For example, the learner who says:I sold a pen yesterday   instead 

of I bought a pen yesterday, commits a lexical error by using an antonym. 

However, the teacher should be sure that his learners understand how to use 

the new words in appropriate situations. Moreover, he is required to 

understand the vocabulary items in the curriculum before presenting them 

and to teach and explain them well so that learning can be facilitated.  

 

5.  The role of motivation in learning vocabulary  

 

    Learner's motivation is very important in learning vocabulary. The 

influence of motivation upon success in language learning is acknowledged. 

Motivations impel learners to attend to learning tasks. Allwright and Bailey 

( 1994 : 182 ) state that the motivated learners are more receptive than those 

who are not motivated. Many scholars such as Tudor ( 1996: 45 ), Arnold 

and Brown ( 1999:13) and Littlewood ( 1996:57) have suggested that there 

are two very general types of motivation, integrative and instrumental. 

     Integrative motivation refers to a desire to learn a language in order to be 

a member of the speech community of that language. On the other hand, the 

instrumental motivation refers to a desire to learn a language in order to get 

a better education, a better job or a promotion.  

     Learning vocabulary requires high motivation because learning 

vocabulary items is very difficult. As McCarthy ( 1990: 121-2 ) puts it : 

… success in the vocabulary lesson crucially depends on theinteraction 

Between teacher and learners, and on the work the learners themselves put 

into the assimilation and practicing of new words…motivation seems to  be  

high  on the part of the students to fix new word sand their meanings, and 

acquisition could be enhanced by such interaction.   

    To sum up, learners need to have motivation in order to get satisfaction 

from their learning. 
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6.  Conclusion 
 

      To conclude, teaching and learning vocabulary is an endless task for 

both teachers and learners. Therefore, teaching vocabulary should have a 

primary position in language teaching and language learning programmes. 
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