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Abstract:  
This research covers the different sides of a problem that the female students of English Department 
at the Faculty of Arts, Al-Asmariya Islamic University in Zliten, Libya, suffer when doing their 
graduate researches. In fact, there are many problems on the way. The main problem is that their 
experience in writing is poor as there is no real practice in the courses of writing. The absence of a 
real academic library is another problem. Creativity in the nature of the studies conducted by the 
students is something that could be far from attention. The university and of course the faculty has to 
pay more attention to the library and provide it with the necessary references and books in different 
fields of language and of course in other fields. Another point worth to mention is the absence of the 
electronic library which may make it easier for the students to have access to international libraries. 
The researcher tries to probe different types of problems relating to this issue. At the end of the 
research are the results followed by a list of recommendations.  
Keywords: graduate research,    hypotheses,  library,     supervisor,      university,     writing 
course   

1. Introduction    
to fulfil the study requirements, students have to write their graduate 

researches in their final stage of the university level. They are required to show 
their abilities in this hard task. Writing a graduate research is different from 
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writing a piece of composition in a course of writing. The difference(s) may be 
clear for that the teacher in the class may suggest a topic to write about but in the 
case of writing a graduate research, the students themselves have to do that 
independently. They have to storm their minds so that they can see a point to focus 
their attention on, and then to write about. 

The student has to state her assumptions of the research. The students have 
to write an introduction to their works so that they can raise a question that the 
research has to answer and to show what value can be added by the research 
(Ashley Leeds Rice University, p. 1). A student writing a graduate research has to 
review the related literature so that he/she can understand where he/she is standing 
as well as they have to understand what they are going to do and what the 
theoretical backgrounds they have for their work (Ashley Leeds Rice University, 
p. 1). Reviewing literature can lead the reader to the result obtained at the end of 
the research (Ashley Leeds Rice University, p. 2). It makes it logical and in 
sequence.  

Graduation research is a core course in which a student applies what 
he/she has learned. As a main point for any research, the student has to formulate 
his/her assumptions for the research.  

2. Field of this Study   
The research has conducted two questionnaires at the end of Spring 

Semester 2014/2015; one for the students of the seventh semester and the other for 
the academic staff of the Department of English Language in the Faculty of Arts at 
Al-Asmariya Islamic University in Zliten, Libya. The questionnaire aimed at 
probing the problems the students suffer. 

In May 2015, a questionnaire was distributed to the students of the 7th 
semester in the English Department at the Faculty of Art in Zliten, for the purpose 
of probing the problems encountering them in the course of Graduate Research. 
The questionnaire contained 24 beside a space was given so that the respondents 
can add their comments. The responses of the questionnaire are viewed and 
analysed within the paper.  

Students face some problems in writing their research papers. The 
researcher has checked some different problems that encounter the students of the 
English Department at the  Faculty of Arts in Zliten. To realize the different 
problems they face, the researcher conducted a questionnaire to check the different 
kinds of  
such problems. 

The questionnaire was distributed to the students of the 7th semester in the 
English Department who are currently writing their research paper. These students 
have to keep writing their researches along the 7th and the 8th semesters. The 
questionnaire contained 25 questions covering different areas and interests. 

3. The Need for Graduate Research 
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Al-Asmariya Islamic University obligates the students of the final stage in 
different departments to write their own research papers. Writing a research paper 
is a practical stage for the students to show what they have learned in the first 3 / 4 
years. Writing an academic paper is a great challenge for the students.  

So, the importance of performing a graduate research is attributed to the 
following factors (Kiwa and others, p. 293): 

1. Writing a graduate research provides the students with a profound and 
cooperative experience in their discipline. They have to apply what 
they have learned in the different courses. It is a separate experiment.  

2. Increasing and encouraging the communication between the students 
and the professors in the institution.  Students have to work hard and 
show a high level of efficiency and credibility through the whole 
work. 

3. Writing a graduate research can add some knowledge. It is not merely 
a process of writing and copying from the different sources. It could 
be creative and a real addition. Those who have this real experience 
can be real researchers in the future.   

4. Adding some value to the existing knowledge.   
Student researchers should not to expect that the discussions and the 

results obtained by their research will attract the attention of the world. A few 
people may be attracted and be interested in the research work. This does not mean 
that they have to stop working. No, they have to continue and add more and more 
of positive works that may someday affect the world. They have to be sure that 
they can add to the body of knowledge  (Getsch as cited in Schwiesow, 2010).  
4. Qualities of the Researcher  

A researcher has to have the following qualities (Lopresti, 2010, pp. 2 - 11).   
1. Being Motivated: A student has to feel that he likes his research. 

Otherwise, he feels annoyed and unable to do anything. This can be solved 
since the beginning, as he should not choose a topic that he does not like.     

2. Writing a research is different from any other course. In the other courses, 
the students stay at their desks as to be acceptors, but in the research 
courses they are emitters. The material in other courses is made ready to 
read but in the research the material is not there and the student has to look 
for. He may spend a long time before he even gets a piece of knowledge 
that he can start with.    

3. The research must be authentic and free from plagiarism. Otherwise, the 
research is refused. The research must be a reflection of the researcher's 
thoughts. It must be written in his own words, his thoughts are always 
there. It is not only to quote but to discuss, add, and/or criticise.  

4. Interacting with His Professor: If the researcher does not build a good 
relation with his supervisor, then he may not be able to do anything good. 
The work should be organised and not at random. Being inspired and 
guided by the instructions of the supervisor is a priority for the success of 
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the research.   
5. Developing Communication and Critical Thinking Skills: During the 

period of research course, the researcher has to develop many of his own 
skills, especially those of communication. He also has to develop his 
critical thinking skills. He cannot only accept what he reads. He has to 
discuss and analyse.  

6. Productivity: The researcher has to be a good reader. Reading too much, 
as well as reading everything related to the topic of his research is a good 
support for the research. He has to increase his knowledge about the topic 
under his focus. Day by day, the researcher has to increase his vocabulary. 
Improving the writing skills is essential for the researcher. He cannot write 
without following the steps of academic writing that cares for being free of 
spelling mistakes, grammatical mistakes and  it must be in sequence.  

7. Deadlines and degree Requirements: In the course of Research Writing, 
the researcher is always competing the time, he has to take care of the time 
devoted for the stage of writing.  
These qualities can help performing the research in a good way. The 

researcher has to build up these qualities and he has to improve his performance so 
that he can do a lot.  
5. Problems of Writing a Graduate Research   

Mainly students of English suffer a lot when they are asked to write their 
research studies. The first point is that they have some difficulties in selecting a 
topic to write about. The next problem is to check the list of sources and references 
that should be available when he/she needs them. Most cases, the contents of the 
libraries have nor real value for that the researcher cannot depend on as they are 
not updated. Bookshops are not dependable for one reason, i.e. they do not have 
the type of books and references necessary for academic researches especially in 
English language and its literature.             

The Libyan universities provided no real solution to this problem; there 
are no sale departments that offer services to the students who need references and 
sources necessary for their researches and studies. Universities have their own 
budgets and they can have lists for the books  from the faculties affiliated to them 
in the beginning of every academic year. Therefore, they can correspond the 
publishers directly for their orders of books.  

In the age of Internet, the problem is sharper, for that there are no info 
centres connected to international academic libraries that share their contents 
online. That enables the students to have a larger source of information without 
any real effort. Library services can be offered for academics, students and 
researchers through their personal accounts.   

Practically, the students have not really written long texts. Their only 
experience is limited to writing some essays in the Writing courses. Lately, a 
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creative writing course was proposed in the department to be as a main course in 
order to treat the deficiencies and problems the students have in writing, but due to 
some technical problems, the course has not made any change to the situation.   

Regarding the experience of the researcher, the  students have the 
following problems: 

1. They have never had real experience of writing long texts.  
2. They also never ever have suggested real topics for writing.  

Writing a research paper is a final task that an under-graduate student has 
to do to show his ability to think, to discuss and to write. He has to do a kind of 
brainstorming in the beginning of this job, later he/she has to coordinate with 
his/her department to get a supervisor for his research.  

The research continues for one full semester, sometimes for two semesters 
or one full academic year. The main problem that some students face here is that 
they spend most of the time looking for a topic to research. They cannot have a 
suitable topic for their research. Even though when a student starts writing, some 
problems of different kinds rise; he has to show that he is mastering the 
grammatical rules of the language he is writing in, he has to write in a mistake–
free spelling. He also has to write in a good style that attracts the reader and that 
displays the problem of the research in a good way.  

He also has to learn how to reach to the necessary sources that he relies on 
in the writing. Knowing how to get to the points that represent the research is also 
an important practice. This problem has its roots in the previous three years of the 
academic life of the student. The absence of writing practice along years and years 
of learning causes serious problems when coming to graduate researches. So, 
writing is not an instant matter that can be treated easily. If the student-researcher  
has never written a sentence before, he will never be able to write a full paragraph 
at one sit.   

These are some challenges that a student has to consider before he/she gets 
in to that job. When he writes, he has to make that his writing can make an real 
impact on the reader. His writing has to add something new to the reader. To 
achieve this, the student has to overcome all his technical problems. The first point 
is that the student has to select a topic of his interest; and it should be suitable for 
writing. This means that sources references have to be reached easily.  
6. Research Methodology 

Now, it is time for the researcher to decide on which research method he 
has to follow; i.e. what a procedure he has to follow for conducting his research. 
The student has to choose the right methodology for his research so that he can get 
on the right path to obtain the desired results. "Once you’ve chosen a topic, you’ll 
need a methodology—a procedure for conducting your research—in order to move 
forward" (Crawford as cited in Schwiesow, 2010).    

The nature of the research itself drives the research towards it, it depends 
on the question of the research. The research can be qualitative or quantitative. 
Therefore, he has to determine his problem and to state the purpose of his study. 
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For the same problem, there could be many purposes, and hence the type of the 
research is decided. He has to ask himself a question about the problem of the 
study (Getsch as cited in Schwiesow, 2010).  Answers of the question of the 
research guides the researcher to what type of research he is conducting. Including 
some words in the answer; for instance, words like “explore,” “understand,” and 
“generate” indicate that the study is qualitative. However, if the answer includes 
words such as “compare,” “relate,” or “correlate”, then it points that the research is 
quantitative. (Getsch as cited in Schwiesow, 2010). 

Once, the type of the study has been decided, the next question is what 
methodology to be followed. This relates to how the data will be collected, how to 
be analysed (Getsch as cited in Schwiesow, 2010). The researcher has to develop 
some skills that he may need during the time of the research. The student cannot 
stop during that time. He has to prepare himself for that job.  
 Weakness of the Research Methodology Course   

One of the courses in the English Department in the Faculty of Arts, 
Zliten, is Research Methodology. In this course, students have to learn the basics 
of academic research. They have to know how to quote and how to cite references. 
They also have to learn how to apply the basics of making an outline, how to 
divide the researches into stages, etc. In the following semester, the students find 
themselves unable to apply what they have studied and learned.  

The 5th question of the questionnaire asks the students about how much 
they benefit from the course. Only 10% state they have got some benefit from the 
course. 35% state that their benefit was a little. On the other side, 55% have 
chosen to say that they amount of benefit was Zero. This reflects one fact; that the 
course may be either offered in the same year or it is not accompanied with 
practice.  
7. Thinking About the Research  

The problem of the research must be (a writable) belonging to the type that 
can be discussed and written about. In other words, this means that resources are 
available at hand. He also needs to fund his/her research, as well as he needs time 
to write within. If the researcher does not have enough time, then he cannot write.  

The researcher or the undergraduate student has to pass the test that he/she 
has been able to do such a research to show his ability of "being a scholar-
practitioner with the skills and credibility to effect social change" (Schwiesow, 
2010, p. 7). After graduating, a student has to share his knowledge with the society 
and so he has to be able to feel the problems and to suggest the necessary solutions 
for them.  

During the time of deciding on what topic to work, the researcher is not 
too much to do anything else unless he decides how and what his research is laid 
out. Susann V. Getsch (Getsch as cited in Schwiesow, 2010) states that “you can’t 
do anything else until you figure out the basic focus of your topic” which means 
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that it is a very crucial matter to think about a research.  
 

8. The Problem of the Study 
The student has to be interested in the topic he is going to search, 

otherwise he will do nothing. He has not to spend time in vain doing nothing. He 
has to remember that life-time is limited, so he does not need to spoil it. Of course, 
a dissertation or other large research work will cover more than one year. The 
research work must be interested and "it has to be compelling enough that he’ll go 
the distance" (Getsch as cited in Schwiesow, 2010). 

The research has to add something new in its field. It cannot be repeating 
what has been previously found in different studies. The student has to be himself 
as well as he has to defend his view. Making a difference is necessary (Getsch as 
cited in Schwiesow, 2010). One of the main points in a graduate research is to 
choose a topic which may not cause any troubles for him because of its nature, 
funding, time, any other reasons (Writing Centre, 2015). The topic has to be 
interesting and never to be boring (Writing Centre, 2015).  

The student has to be able to recognise the problem to be studied in his/her 
graduate research within a linguistic, literary, or translational context. He may 
need to review some scholarly works relevant to the topic of research (Grand 
Valley State University, 2014 – 2015, p. 2).  
9. Choosing the Field of Research 

In the beginning of the course, students get confused because they cannot 
easily decide what field they can work more easily. They also think of their friends 
and they prefer to work together. The department may ask them to work in groups.   

The 1st question in the questionnaire lists some areas for research; viz. 
linguistics, literature, phonetics, language teaching, language skills, and 
translation.  The responses of the students were for the favour of translation (45%) 
and then for Linguistics (35%). The least is for Phonetics (only 5%). However, 
none has chosen literature as a field of study which reflects the fear of conducting 
a study in this field.  

Field Number Percentage 
Linguistics   7 35% 
Literature 0 00% 
Phonetics 1 05% 
Language Teaching   3 15% 
Translation   9 45% 
Total  20 100% 

9.1 Choosing a Topic  
Writing a graduate research is a new experience. Therefore, students fear 

of choosing a topic to write about as well as they have a problem with the 
unavailability of the necessary references. It is thought that doing a graduate 
research is a hard task, but they also think that they can manage if they have some 



Obstacles and Problems Encountering Female Students Doing  
Their Graduate Research A Field Study at the Department of English, 
 The Faculty of Arts, Zliten 

 
  9 

 

patience.  One of the students says that   
Our project topic in general. It is about something that is available in our 
daily life and we see it frequently a day, when we see most of visual 
technology, which is in common "Audio-visual Translation" and to make 
it narrow we have chosen Subtitling as one of its parts that has many 
topics to be discussed, and as we know project of graduation must be more 
precise, so we need to choose a direction at this kind and that was the 
sense of humour in which most of people are interested. Actually, I like 
translation and this topic was surely a place for me to excel. (Nora, 
Facebook, 25.06.2015) 
Thinking of a title is the most problematic issue for them. A student 

reflects that "the title is one of the most difficult decision I have taken." 
For the students of language, there is a wide variety of topics to be 

searched; the field of linguistics, where they can study topics related to culture and 
its relation to the teaching or learning a foreign language, as well as the study of 
local language and how sounds are produced in different forms in the same 
geographical area, e.g. how the local dialect of Arabic is pronounced in the region 
of Zliten, Libya, and its districts; Al-Jumaa, Suq-al-Thulata, Izdu and Majir. 

Translation studies is also a rich topic to study; how it could be used to 
teach foreign languages in the classroom. Some studies of translation, for language 
students, topics of graduate research can be related to any field of language, e.g. 
translation: translating the meaning of the Holy Quran, translation of the Prophetic 
Hadeeths. Translation of literature: novel and poetry, etc.        

Searching the methods of teaching language could be a field of research in 
different ways, e.g. teaching writing, teaching speaking, teaching grammar, 
teaching  reading, etc.   

Students can also search grammatical structures and word formation and 
do a comparative study with Arabic language and what problems the students face 
in such courses.  

- Searching the content of the language course books for the basic school 
and the secondary school: stories, science culture, etc. as well as their 
analysis. 

- Doing a lexical study of the vocabulary used in English course books for 
school.   
The 2nd question was concerned with choosing a topic. The students 

consider it as the most difficult step in the whole work. Some of them  do not have 
a clear vision, they think that the topic to be searched has to be useful in some 
way. Of course, it is useful as it is searched and the final target is to be awarded 
with the bachelor degree. Maybe, it is due to the absence of the role of the staff's 
role in directing the students towards the different fields of study. Students have 
not discovered themselves before.    

One of the main problems the students suffered by is how to choose a 
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topic for writing and how much it is good to write a composition of at least 15000 
words. Choosing a topic is really a serious problem for the students.  
  Responding the 2ndquestion; one student mentioned the following: no 
previous knowledge for choosing a topic for research; this reflects a critical fact 
that some students do not have the necessary experience in the courses of writing, 
they have never written free topics, they cannot choose a topic. This means that the 
academic plan in the department has to be revised.  

To surprise, one of the students commented that she does not know what 
filed she is interested in. This is another problem. The student has not discovered 
what field he/she is interested in.  

Some of the students check the books available in the library so that they 
can make their own view of the topic, but later on they come to nothing in the 
library for that there are no books or references in the different fields of language. 
They have to visit other libraries, bookshops, as well as to explore the Internet.  

50 % think that that the library plays an important role in choosing the 
topic. However, the library of the Faculty is very poor and can provide nothing. 50 
% think that that it is very difficult for them to do that.  

One of the respondents states that she feels not organized: many topics to 
choose: some students feel unorganized; so, that they cannot take a decision on 
what topic they have to work. Therefore, they spend more time than their 
colleagues do in the same process.    

30% of the answers point at the absence of previous knowledge in 
choosing a topic. They have no real experience in writing, they usually have ready 
suggestions from the teacher. They do not have their own. Writing a graduate 
research takes place one time in the academic life in the university. It is hard to 
find a new unique modern topic. There are many real hot topics and issues to be 
written about in different areas.   

The students complain that they cannot work individually on graduate 
research. It is hard to convince the colleagues to have that topic: Because the 
department decides that students have to work in teams, then sometimes the 
members of one team may not be in compatibility that much, this means that they 
may accept each other and in sequence with each other, if one of the members 
suggests one topic, the others may not accept it. They may like to work in a 
different field. It is a good thing that among students there is who thinks who 
desires to do a real thing, a real work, not only to write or maybe just to copy and 
paste.   

Some students expect that the teachers are not cooperative as they do not 
help them choose the topic.  They complain that no help from any teacher. In fact, 
the staff have to provide some help to the students in this critical step. They can 
shed light on some areas of researches and they may suggest some areas for them.    
9.2 Difficulties of Choosing a Topic  

Q. 8 queries if choosing a topic for research is a difficult job. So 80% 
think that choosing a topic to write about is a difficult matter, this reflects a  fact 
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that they spend about a month to get at this stage. This means that they are not 
well-prepared to storm their minds for issues to discuss through writing. It is also a 
problem which reflects that they are only ready for receiving others' choices but 
not their own. In Writing courses, the students always write about what they are 
told to do. Supervisors have to encourage the students who have their own 
suggestions for graduate researches.  

The 9th question of the questionnaire queries if the process of choosing a 
topic is difficult; what the reason/s is/are.  

20% of the total number of the respondents have no answer for this 
question as they have already chosen 'No' in Q 8. However, 80% give answers for 
this question while 20% do not. The results are in the following sequence:   

12.50% state that they cannot decide on what topic they have to choose. 
They think they do not have the necessary experience for choosing a topic for 
research. This reflects another problem in the  Writing Courses. They do not have 
the necessary practices. 43.75% represents the majority of the respondents who 
state that the unavailability of sources in the library of the faculty especially for 
new topics is a big problem for them. The university must support the libraries of 
the faculties, and update their whole package.18.75% think that they cannot decide 
within a limited time! They have not discovered what they are interested in. this is 
a real problem for a university student to discover that he/she has no interest! 
6.25% gives a strange reply. 

The main problem for the students to think about the research is that the 
time is limited; 18.75%. Others think they do not have the necessary ability to 
storm minds and to choose a topic for research; 12.50%. Unforgettable, 18.75% do 
not give their comments properly because of the bad language they use.  
9.3 Suggesting a Title for the Research Paper  

Suggesting a title for a research study is of great importance. It is maybe 
the most important part of the course. Without having made this step, the student 
can do nothing.  

Being engaged in research writing, they have to select topics that are 
related to the real life and to the academic concern. The students, while doing 
researches work under the supervision of the academic members of staff. But of 
course, they have to work on their own papers and produce a real piece of work. 
Some of them think that making a decision on titling their graduate research is the 
most difficult decision that they have ever made. 
9.4  Having a Suitable Title for the Study  

Storming mind to find what to topic to write about is a hard task that a 
student has to overcome. Students spend too much time in this stage. It may 
happen that they cannot make a clear choice. But they finally manage to do it 
under the supervision of a staff member. The title chosen for the study has to relate 
to the topic; otherwise, there is no research.       
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10. The Plan of the Research  
The student has to review his plan for the research he is working on so that 

he can improve it. He also has to discuss with the specialist and get benefit from 
their discussions and recommendations. They provide him with opportunities to 
improve his work. 
10.1 Outlining the Graduate Research  

Outlining a study is to make a division of its main components; i.e. how 
many chapters it includes, what the titles of the planned chapters are. The outline 
is merely a guideline for the student to follow along the period of his/her work. 
The outline can be modified by the supervisor.   
10.2 Including a Practical Part in the Graduate Research: How much and 
Why? 
 Most of studies include a practical part, it may cover a field study of some 
cases on a site, e.g. a school, a hospital, a centre for social care, etc. The 6th 
question probes the existence of a field study. The responses are tabulated.  

Yes No 
11 9 
55% 45% 

  
Clearly, 55% are going to include a practical part in their studies. This is 

not a great percentage. The researcher suggests belong to those which do not need 
to have a practical part.    

Including a practical part in a study is sometimes necessary. For the case 
of this study,  according to the responses given by the students for Q 6, they state 
the reasons for including a practical part in their studies. Answer of this question is 
intended for only those whose answer was (Yes) for Q. 6. 

No. Reply = Response  # % 
1 Nonsense = no answer  9  81.82 
2 To support the theories in the research (theoretical part)  2 18.18 
 Total  11 100.00 

11. The Writing Process   
11.1 Experience in Writing a Real Work 

Being skilful in writing long essays is very important for writing a 
graduate research. Q 10 checks if the students have ever worked on a study project 
in the department.  

 Yes No 
# 5 15 
% 25% 75% 

 
Only 25% of the answers are 'Yes', while 75% is for 'No'. This reflects one 

important issue in the academic life of students. It is that they nor have real works 
of writing or creative writing, so when it comes to writing a graduate research, 
many challenges appear in front of them and they have to overcome these 
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challenges, otherwise they will not be able to write their graduate researches.    
In Q 10, only 25%  have answered (Yes); i.e. they have worked on study 

projects, however 4 among them (80%) said  that it is not related but one of them 
has given no answer.  

 No No answer 
# 1 4 
% 20% 80% 

 
The 11th question  asks if the research project or the graduate research is a 

an extension of a work that was done during the last semester.     
 Yes No No answer 
# 0 19 1 
% 0% 95% 5% 

95% of the students have their graduate researches as new researches. 
They have no relation to what they have previously done.  

The most time consuming stage of the research study is writing. Being 
guided by the outline, the research is expected to find it easy to write. He just 
storms his mind through reading intensively about the topic. He collects a great 
deal of material for reading. Then, as a result of the reading he can make a clear 
idea and he also can add his own ideas. It is not only a matter of reading but also 
of making his own and discuss the different thoughts that may face him as a 
researcher. Of course, writing is not to copy what others have written before, but 
he has to use his own way. He has to show himself through his own words to the 
reader.  

While writing, students have to prove their abilities to write a mistake-free 
text. They have to correct their spelling mistakes as well as grammatical mistakes. 
Punctuating is also very important. Wrong punctuating may wholly or partially 
change the meaning. Sequence of ideas and thoughts comes in the first order, so 
their compositions have to be cohesive and coherent.  

The student has to discover his/her ability to do so in all stages of research. 
If he cannot do, then that is a mark of failure. It is a matter of creation.   
11.2 Steps of Writing a Graduate Research 

Writing a research paper undergoes different steps which the researcher 
cannot jump over without showing a real advancement in the one before. The first 
one is to storm brain. This can be made easier under real supervision of the 
teachers in the department. They can help the students discover their interests and 
what they may be able to write about. There are different major fields to be in; 
linguistics, literature, teaching, translation, etc. 

The student has to write an introduction to his/her work so that she/he can 
raise a question that the research has to answer and to show what value can be 
added by their research (Ashley Leeds Rice University, p. 1). A student writing a 
graduate research has to review the related literature so that he/she can understand 
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where he/she is standing as well as they have to understand what they are going to 
do what the theoretical backgrounds for their work (Ashley Leeds Rice University, 
p. 1).  

The literature review can lead the reader to the result obtained at the end 
of the research (Ashley Leeds Rice University, p. 2). It makes it logical and in 
sequence. The writer has to state his /her hypotheses of the research of the topic. 
Reviewing literature can help putting the theoretical background for the topic in 
the focus. The writer has to add his/her own view. It does not mean that the writer 
summarises all the articles related and merely put that within the material he/she 
writes. He/She has to show his/her own understanding of the topic under 
discussion (Ashley Leeds Rice University, p. 1).    
12. Reviewing the Literature  

To have a good background of his topic, the students has to read a lot. He 
has to read everything that relates to his topic, so that he can build up his own store 
of the topic knowledge, and then he can start writing his first drafts and he will 
have tons of drafts. Later on, he can edit these drafts and have a final copy.   

It is very essential to have a theoretical background of the topic. He has to 
read as much as possible. Therefore, he can relate all that he has read to his topic. 
Then, he can support his topic. Getsch (as cited in Schwiesow, 2010) states that 
"the key is having an overarching theoretical context for your results".     
12.1 The Work must be Original   

Of course, the student's work cannot be a replica of another's work. It has 
to be original and authentic. Therefore, the researcher has to read a lot and read 
everything on the topic under discussion. He has to read about its different 
relations. He has to understand the most necessary points relating to the topic 
(Getsch as cited in Schwiesow, 2010).    
12.2 Authenticity in Writing  

Authors, researchers and even those who write their graduate papers have 
to be honest avoid copying from other sources without mentioning those sources. 
They have to avoid that in all ways; however, they can follow academic 
instructions and of course they have to cite their references. Not doing that mans 
they are violating the intellectual rights of others and briefly it is  a form of 
plagiarism.   

Graduate Research is a sealing course that students cannot enrol unless 
they are registered in the last two semesters which is reflected on them as they 
think they have been graduated when they pass this course, even though they have 
some other courses which they do not have finished yet! 

In graduate research, a student is required to depend on himself mostly 
100%. As it is well-known, they have to decide the area of their research, and then 
they have to choose a title for their topic. Another risk that they have to test is to 
compose about 15000 words which represents a new challenge for them. They do 
not have this experience before, now they have to show their abilities in different 
ways.  
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13. Analysing the Data   
What is the value of the data collected during the time of the study? So, 

the main challenge here is how to deal with the data and how to get the results 
desired for supporting the study; either positively or negatively. In the beginning, 
this task is to decide the kind of the data to be collected, where to collect it, from 
whom it can be collected. Once, the data is collected, there is another question, it is 
how to analyse and make it sensible. The researcher has to be able to extract the 
desired results.    
14. Academic Library   

Library is a main corner in academic research. It must be a good supply of 
knowledge and information. Online access to libraries is also a risk. "Future 
research should build on the work of librarians over the last several decades" 
(Oakleaf, 2010,  p. 26), the library plays an important role in all kinds of research 
as it provides the whole documented materials such as books, encyclopaedias, 
records, etc. the efforts made by librarians are of great significance for which 
without no research can be  made. They also help in building the database of 
library.   

"The metaphor of the library as the gateway to knowledge is very apt 
because it emphasises one of the traditional functions of the library – access to 
information." (Dowler, 1998, p. 4). Historically, libraries are the place where 
knowledge is stored in different forms such as books and scripts. It is the only 
place where a researcher seeks information. It is the gate to knowledge. This is 
why the researcher calls for building real academic libraries in all Libyan 
universities. Otherwise, there is no real academic work. A library is a real 
outstanding feature of a campus.    

But, due to some social restrictions, the female students are not able to 
visit the libraries of other faculties in the university or in the near cities like 
Misurata and  
Al-Khums. " Girls cannot move and go here and there as same as their male 
colleagues due to social restrictions. So, they expect that they cannot perform at 
the same rate as boys do. But, how much this is correct" (English 
Language Department, Facebook, 14.07.2015). 

Some female students express some problems they are facing. Libraries  
must be supplied with the necessary books and references. Without building a real 
library, there would not be any academic advance (English Language Department, 
Facebook, 14.07.2015).  
 14.1 Availability of the Library in the Faculty   

Q 13 discovers that 55% of the respondents think that the library does not 
play any role for them as it contains no books that are useful for them; so they 
cannot depend on it while conducting their researches. 35% say that there are only 
very few books. This leads to one thing; it is that the library is not dependable. 



Majailat  Al-'Uloom Al-Insaniyah  wa-Tatb 

 
  16 

15% of the students state that they find the library a good source for their works, 
but this is contradicted with their answers for Q 13. The question here is that how 
the students can perform such a creative work without having a real academic 
library.  

In Q 14, the participants are asked if the library provides a large source of 
information on the topics the students are writing about. In fact, only 15% give a 
Yes answer, while 85% give a No answer.    

It is not imaginable that a university has no electronic access to 
international libraries and academic databases.  The students then can subscribe to 
the online libraries and therefore they can use them at any time wherever they are. 
Online libraries are good sources for updated information and recent publications.   
14.2 Improving the Performance of the Library 

As a response for Q15, the students provided different suggestions to 
improve the performance of the library.     

The 1st suggestion is to supply more books in different fields. 35% of the 
respondents see that library has to be connected electronically. The same number 
of students suggest to enlarge the area of the library. There should be focusing on 
developing the services for the students. The staff of the library must be well-
trained so that they can perform more efficiently. 
15. How Much the Teachers are Helpful 

Q 16 asks how much the supervisors provide their students with help are 
doing research studies. 45 % of the supervisors in the English Department at the 
Faculty of Arts do not provide help for their students. This action never builds a 
relation full of confidence between them and the students. 

Along with Q 17, only 55% of the total respondents are concerned with 
this question. Their answers were mostly not courageous. They see that their 
supervisors are not helpful. Only 25% see that their supervisors are helpful and 
they correct everything for their students. Some of the students express that they 
may not need the help of the supervisor for that the Internet can replace him 
mainly in providing with references and books. Only 10% state that the supervisor 
help in suggesting the topic of the research.    
16. Being a Member in a Work-Team  

Depending on different situations, students can either work individually; 
i.e. every student has her own research, or she can be a member in a group of 2 - 4 
students. This depends on how many staff members are available in the 
department, as well as how many students are required to do their graduate 
researches. 

Q3 asks for if the students is working individually or as a partner in a 
team. Working for her own or as a team: 90% of the questioned students choose to 
work in a team. Working in team could be somehow useful foe the team members 
as they can help each other as well as they can divide the whole work among 
themselves.  
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Clearly, only 10% work on their own researches. This could be due to their desire 
to work by themselves without being shared by others or maybe their topics are 
not desired by the others.    
17. Cooperation in the Teams  

In general, cooperation is a positive factor in doing a research, either 
among the members or between the researcher and other people such as those who 
accept to be questioned or tested.  

Q4 studies this factor. 25% feel that their teams are co-operative, another 
25% see that team working is very cooperative. 35% give no answer for the 
question. 15% complain that their teams are not cooperative and not helpful. The 
researcher here thinks that if the team is named by the department, then its 
members may not accept each other.  
18. Gender Factor and its Effect on the Students who write their 

Graduate Researches 
Clearly, some female students express their view of being female and that 

they cannot go around libraries and bookshops due to some social restrictions. It is 
thought that "girls cannot move and go here and there as same as boys can do due 
to the social restrictions. So, they expect that they cannot perform at the same rate 
as boys do" (Khadija: English Language Department, 27.06.2015). But, how much 
this is correct? This is the most apparent problem that face female students. Even 
coming to the campus is not possible all the time, they can meet the teachers only 
at the time of lectures. 
19. Requirements of Doing Graduate Research  

The main requirements for students to be able to register this course is that 
they should be registered in the last stage, i.e. the 4th year or the 7th semester. Also, 
he has to have passed all the pre-requisites for the Graduate Research. Another 
requirement is that the student has to be able to storm his/her mind so that he can 
reach a topic that is suitable for writing. Ability to write means ability to select the 
correct vocabulary as well as to apply the stylistic and grammatical rules learned 
through the previous stage. Theoretically, the students have the ability to do a 
research paper when they are in the final stage. The researcher, depending on his 
actual experience, thinks that most of them cannot do so, he has noticed many 
problems that the students in the department have.      

Graduate research is often enrolled in the last year or the last (two) 
semester(s) as a prerequisite for being awarded the university certificate. Actually, 
the graduate research is merely  a course that may differ from other courses, as the 
student feels more free than he does in other courses. In this course, he has to 
apply different skills that he has learned such the skills of writing, applying 
grammatical rules in writing, and applying the basics of academic research.  

Students are supposed to have studied the main fundamentals for the topic 
he writes about, as well as other topics that are necessary for his research. Among 
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the necessary courses for writing a research paper is Research Methodology which 
is presented in the fourth year or in the 7th/8th semester. Studying this course at this 
stage may not be suitable for the student as he has to put the rules in practice. This 
means that he can acknowledge these steps in different situations. But studying it 
at an early stage enables them know how to apply the rules correctly, precisely and 
perfectly.  

The unavailability of university textbooks and info networks is a shame 
and a negative point for some universities that are always at the bottom of the 
universal rank of universities. They have to take this point in consideration and 
have to pay more attention for a better future for the Libyan students.  
19.1 Improving the Different Skills  

During the period of the research, the student needs to build up his 
skills of using computer and exploring the Internet. He should have an 
access to the different electronic sources of information. He should 
improve his abilities of using the different types of sources and how to get 
the necessary information (Paige as cited in Schwiesow, 2010). Checking 
the hypothesis and the data is essential to secure the whole work being 
distracted far from the topic (Dawidowicz as cited in Schwie- 
sow, 2010). 

The student may to need to use a software for typing his research and its 
drafts, as well as a software for analysing his data. Not all the material collected is 
useful for research, so the student has to decide about that, but getting rid of that 
material must not in a hurry.  

19.2 Time Management by Students of Graduate Research  

Q24 seeks for knowing if the students manage their time correctly.  

The graduate research is a course that comes over two semesters in 
addition to other courses the students have to study. The students have to devote 
some time for their gradate researches. Otherwise, they will lose the course and 
then they have to do it in another semester. The question seeks to know how much 
time is devoted for the course. Many students have not developed a technique for 
managing their time for the research study.   

Students have no clear idea about what they have to and how to do it. It 
seems that many of them think that writing a research paper is just similar to write 
a piece of composition in the classroom. The researcher thinks that writing a paper 
is not a matter of providing time of hours or days per week but to provide enough 
time for achieving the task precisely.   

20. Computer as an Aid for Research 
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Computer can be used for typing and saving documents as well as for 
searching. 95% of the respondents have their own computer, only 5% do not have. 
Having a computer means to make matters easier for them. The 5% state they do 
not have a computer due to some financial problems. 

21. Miscellaneous   
21.1 Motivation 

One of the challenges in research is that the researcher has to keep 
motivated  to do his study. He has to be at the same level of inspiration. 
Sometimes, the researcher loses his motivation and therefore he stops writing and 
thinking about his study. He may lose his internal inspiration due to some 
pressures in the work and other personal problems. Then, "the motivation to keep 
going despite obstacles in your research and the pressures of work and personal 
commitments" must be removed and sent away (Schwiesow, 2010). The researcher 
has to keep motivated and continue working according to the plan of the research. 

If the researcher does not like the topic of his research, then he cannot 
work on, he has to love it and to feel passionate about it. If he likes his research 
and its topic, his passion will increase and so he can work continuously till he 
finishes it successfully (Walker as cited in Schwiesow, 2010). The research must 
not be a repetition of what others might have done or he may do it just to get 
graduated. He feels that he can achieve something distinguished. 

Sometime, the researcher feels that he cannot work on some parts of the 
research, so he has to ask for help, ask for advice. The student-researcher has to 
consult his colleagues or even his supervisor. They may provide him with the 
necessary advice that he really needs. For example, if he needs to know how to do 
some statistical calculations, then he has to consult a specialist.   

21.2 Monitoring Attitudes  
The student-researcher has always to let his morals high and positive so 

that he can work effectively on his project. He has to trust himself that he can  
achieve. Walker (as cited in Schwiesow, 2010) says that “We have to pluck out the 
negative thoughts like weeds and constantly plant positive thoughts.” That helps 
the researcher keep motivated and positively energized. He has to trust himself that 
he can do that.  

21.3 Rewarding  
Achieve an important part of the plan, the student can reward himself. 

Rewarding can be a part of the whole plan, he cannot expect the others will do that 
for him. This motivates him to work hard and to consider time. It lets him feel the 
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sense of achievement. Rewarding can take different forms, for example going out 
for lunch, joining the group of friends, buying himself something and above all it 
could be praising Allah for His grace (Walker as cited in Schwiesow, 2010). 

21.4 Sharing Dreams with Others  
It is very necessary for the students to share their great dreams with the 

others who can be helpful to them. They push forward. They even can share their 
goals with the people they care about (Walker as cited in Schwiesow, 2010). 
Naturally, they need each other upon once. Even when they are happy, they need 
some certain people to share them their happiness.    

22 . Results   
Due to his experience in teaching the courses of writing for the students of 

the department, the researcher believes that there is a problem that students suffer. 
Most of them have no previous knowledge in writing as they often do not practice 
it at school. The researcher suggest that there should be some focusing on 
providing intensive courses in writing. It is also necessary to have a course for 
creative writing in which they can show their ability and skills to write a long 
thesis of about 15000 words.  

Later, when they come to the graduate research, it is probably very easy 
for them to write their research papers of more than 10000 words. Students wish to 
get advice from the staff. Others complain that some teachers provide no help to 
the students. On the other hand, others do. Some of the students think that the role 
of the family in providing good atmosphere for study is very important. 
23. Recommendations   
 The researcher recommends the following:  

1. The graduate research is a mirror of what a student has learned, so it 
must be as perfect as possible. It needs patience, hard work and great 
deal of knowledge to do it.   

2. The students have to select a suitable area of research that they are 
interested in and they have to make a good title for their study.  

3. They have to look for a study that can be achieved within a full 
academic year (i.e. 2 semesters). 

4. The work should be in at least 60 pages, or as a minimum 15000 
words of real work. 

5. In the beginning of the work, the student has to choose a topic that 
attracts his/her interest. Then he/she has to contact one of the 
academic staff in the department.  

6. Drawing an outline for the study is an important step for writing a 
research.  

7. Ability to use references and sources and how to quote writing a 
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summary and citing references.  
8. Those who work in a team have to select only those who can be 

trusted in the academic capacity.  
9. The students must have a constant contact with their supervisors so 

that they can follow and get observations from them.  
10. They have to avoid plagiarism as well as they have to follow the 

instructions for citing references. 
11. They have to have the ability to type and edit their own works. 
12. The faculty has to pay much attention to the library and do a much 

effort to supply references and books in the different fields.  
13. Students should too much practice in the courses of Writing in the 

form of groups and projects. In the course of Creative Writing 
(Semester V), they have to write papers of 10000 words  about real 
topics.  

14. Graduate researches must be of not less than 15000 words.    
15. The student has to work on something that he is passionate about. 
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